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fe pO 22 * hi wht on he Principles of 
Civil Liberty, ſet himſelf up at that Time as a 
Candidate for a Seat in Parliament, as one of 
ve 9e;Repreſentatives. [ boaſt not the Talents of 
mi rother Farmer: On him hath Heaven itſelf 


| beftgwed thoſe Powers of Oratory that have im- 
nt jortalized a Cicero and a Demoſthenes, and that 
Spirit of Freedom which hath marked a Cato as 
the principal Citizen of the World; yet, (hapleſs 
Fate?!) with this Difference, that the mental En- 
dowments and other diſtinguiſhed Merits of our 
Farmer, have been moſt ſhamefully ntl, | 
and unrewarded in the Land of his Nativity 
Cato had a Fortune, and had powerful F a 
Connexion, Boks would, but could not, be i 
yds 2 UT 18 FIR on r 
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Letter. i e eltubrir 
MA). Affairs. Gentlemen, have very frequently 
brought me to this City, theſe many Years paft. 


1 


Bur, Gentlemen, flender as my Portion of 


Abilities may be, I have ever had a Regard and 


Eſteem for Virtuous-Men, and for the Lovers of 
Liberty, (in the proper Senſe of the Word) and 
panted for a general Diffuſion'of that Freedom in- 
tended for All by our happy Conſtitution. A Man 
ma Cottage ſurely may be animated as ſtrongly 
with this Fvioe Love of Virtue, and juſt Liberty, 
as the Owner of a Palace. F 
I thought it neceſſary to make this preliminary 
Declaration with Reſpect to Perſonality, leſt /ome 


of you fhould take me to be the Author of the 


former Letters addreſſed to you under the Name 
of the Farmer. I would not plume myſelf under 
ſuch a Deception :'I ſcorn to borrow the ſmalleſt 


Portion of Reputation from the Name of any 


Man, however diſtinguiſhed in the literary World. 


The judicious Part of my Readers will at once 
diſtinguiſh my weak Efforts from the Powers of 


your firſt Farmer,. I call him vopks, becauſe = 


labouued for your Service. My only Reaſon 


— 


for calling myſelf a Farmer is, 2 8 really 


—— 3 


and truly am one. Now t0 the Purpoſe of my 


I have been a Spectator, and barely a Spectator, 


of many of. thoſe. remarkable Incidents, Altera- 


tions and Revolutions that have happened therein; 


in my Time, with Reſpect to your civil Policy 


* 2 


and Concerns, I food, and Rill do ſtand, wholly 


unconnected with any Party, with any Set of 
Men, who have been an. this, or that Side of a 
Queſtion, in your civic Affairs. But I have not, 
however, been an indifferent Spettator of theſe 
Matters) J mean, my good Wiſhes have always 
leaned in Favour of your common Intereſts, in 

tr N e | . 


pot 
pay TY T3 3 


C } 


the Morals, and even the Lives, of Thouſauus 


1271 
Favour of thoſe Privileges ta which: you hat nöd. 


an undoubted Right, And tt. me aſſure yo. 
Gentlemen, very . that your Succeſs, in 
obtaining ſome of thoſe 


Tivileges, gave me very 
ſingular Pleaſure. It is from this warm Regard 
for your Service, and for the Cauſe of Virtue. 
that I thus ptefume to offer you my Sentimenis, 
curſorily, on ſome! intereſting Matters, that are 
now become an Object of Attention to all of ou: 
and not to your corporate Body alone, but 10 all 
your Fellow-Subjects throughout the Nation; at 
leaſt to ſuch of them as would wiſi to preſerve: to; 
themſelves that Share in the Freedom of our 

rious Conſtitution, which a great and flouriſhing 
Kingdom, (by whoſe protecting Hand we'exilty 
as a People) tak Boker pleaſed to allow. us. 

Tur 2 Subject, Gentlemen, is exceedingly deli- 
eate; and I ſhall not venture to lay open all that 
paſſes in my Mind upon it. But I hope 1 may 
venture to touch lightly upon what is become the 
common, and, indeech, impartavt Converſation. in | 
YOU City. ee een 1 ee 2 

Tun Ne üres of the Vent ple au, the. ve- 
ry diſtreſſing Situation, to which we have been 
reduced by the Hand of Providence, in the al- 
moſt general Failure (laft Autumn) of Grain, Roots 
and Vegetables, throughout the Kingdom. They 
ſaw. Famine” ſtaring us in the Fade. They gave 
the ſtricteſt Attention to this alarming Circum- 
ſtance, and, like true Patriots, exerted all their 
Wiſdom, i in deviſing Means for Ane gusfrem 
its direful Effects. 

The abominable Diſtiling Trade (lor a fofter 
Epithet than abominuhle would not correſpond 
2 Truth) has for a long Time voraciouſly cę- 

ſtroyed. at once, not only the Suſtenancy, but 


0. 


and 


A, 


1 44 Thouſands of His Ma ajeſty's Subjects; of our 
I moſt uſeful People; of our labourin Poor. Theſe 
1 indeed could very well ſupport Life, without the: 
5 uſe of diſtilled Spirits; but they could not ſup- 
Wo port it, without thoſe ingredients, of. pins Spi- 
# rits are made; that is, they could not, any more 
=o than their Superiors, live without Beese For, 
„ PoTATOEs, ' their principal Food, (chat Food 
If which the loweſt: Britiſh Clown would ſpurn at; 
_ and to which, I am afraid, a; moſt flagrant. Error 
= it our political Syſtem dooms the. ill-fated Poor of 
| | ; 9 ate ſcarce, n and generally * | 
Tur Guardians of the People, bewerb Cala. | 
ved, by a very ſalutary Lau, to put a ſtop to the 
Diſtilling Trale for a limited Tine; that is, un- 
til eye Heaven ſhould, in the next Harveſt, 
de pleaſed to ſupply our Wants, and give us ſuch 
Plenty of Grain as might admit of the Revival 
of that Trade, re ſuch Proviſions and Reftric- 
tions, however, as ſhould hereafter be judged ex- 
pedient to be app inted, for the Sake. of | aug- 
menting the pu Revenue. What more, Gen- 
tlemen, could parliamentary Wiſdom do, to 
guard us againſt an apparently! certain and * 
ral Diſtreſs, a Diſtreſs which-: would affect Even 
the Great themſelves | Bi omen. a h 
War the Fate of ta Bill; | Gamed: for! pro- 
reing us againſt-thejuſtly dreaded/Famijne, hath 
been, you all know. The Intention of it was cer. 
tainly extremely good and provident. It does not 
become an obſcure Man, as Lam, to offer any 
Animadverſions:on a Meaſute-ſo important with 
Reſpect to the Lives, at leaft.with Reſpect to the 
'Þiberties, of a Nation; any Animadverfions, . 
:thean, tending” to a Cenſure of that Meaſure. 
ns, Iam not without ſome nung 
be. - that 


4 V —. 
— 26p > a 
Ce ——— 


* . . >» OE. abs „ n 
. 20 F 


eſpecially until the Expiration © 


they could not, qr did not foreſee, by reſcinding, 


e i 


Ad. We 
have the. Comfort to know, Gentlemen, that Par- 


liaments do nat lay Claim to. Jnfallibility 5 They 


often paſs Laws for Trial; and when Experience 
diſcovers, that a Law does not anſwer the origi; | 
nal good Intention, they confeſs an Error which 


% 
N 


altering, or totally abrogating the ſame. 
THE Queſtion now, Gentlemen, ſeems tq be 
(in Fact it is a Queſtion much agitated at preſent) 
whether it would not be better for the Feogle of 2 
this Kingdom ta endure that Famine and Diſtreſs, 
thus meant to be; and actually (we are told) pro- 
vided againſt, than that they ſhould ſubmit to 
that Innovation; as ſome, lor that Singularity as 
others) call it, which has been made in our hap- 
py Conſtitution? In ſuch a critical: Caſe, the Al- 
ternative is, you think, a hard one] On the one 
Hand, Hunger is 4 moſt tetrible Thing; it forces 
its Way through Walls of Stone . On the other 
Hand, the Loſs of Life itſelf has, by many of 
our political Writers, been always deemed prefer - 
Scripture; is recorded to have ſold his Birthright 
for a Meſs of Pottage, has been, to this Moment, 
cenſured fo the Bar in he made. But Hunger | 
(poor Man!) impelled unhappy Klau; he could 
not bear ita Cravings longer; he loved Late more 
Opinion of our Guardians, that I verily believe, 
dire Niceſſity alone, on the People's Part, has been 
the Ganſe of the Meaſure ſo much complained. of; 
and gauſequently, that this Meaſure, ſaid to be ſo 
big, ſo pregnant with Evil, has not been intended 
for an evil Purpoſe, or as a Precedent for augment- 
ing hereafter the Power of Miniſters, or of the 


P——ve; 


 therwiſe , ten the 


ſure that has been laid open 


with deel- 
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ve; as s patriotic Suſpicion has larenings 
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Bor ſhould the Wikdom of the People» Wik 
out-doors, conſiſting of ſome Millions thin o- 
roper Method of Remonſtra - 
ting on the Eligi rat Famine to Innovation, 
hath been far werd to you by an honourable 
Gertleman; of great Knowledge, Virtue and Ca- 


c Lehn you and who mn re A rene: N * _ 


have! xpreſſed 4h heir Senſe of ;0he important Mea- 
and [ſubmitted to 
ur Conſideration, and of the ſtrenuous and di- 


ligent Efforts (bot only upon all former intereſting 


Oecaſions, but upon the preſent critical one, in 


particular) uſed by your Addreſſer to preſerve 
that ſmall Portion, as they call it, of Liberty re. 
maining in Our Poſſeſſion; a Demonſtration that 
they themſelves would malce it their Choice to 
tarve, and that the whole Nation alſo ought tn 

ve, rather than give up the leaſt Particle of 


cis allowed Remnant. The Addreſſer, indeed, 


is leſs rigorous in this Point. Tle contents himſelf 
ing the _ the actual Death of 
+ the' greateſt Number, that could be ſuppoſed 
« to die of the once imagined Famine, the Fe Fears 
“ of which were otherwiſe happily removed, a 
s much leſs Evil; than the political Death of the 

Whole Ki ngdorm; | for which the Alteration Wt | 


- ®. a Foundation 


Tunis, Gemleinen, bk remind; Ir affords 


a new. and glorious Proof 'of the Patriotiſm and 


Virtue of the Citizens of Dublin ! Vet it by 
me infinite Concern, not very long ſince, to hear 
many Individuals al, „ what hath ſuch 2 Perſon 
4 done. Os * "ity, face his Election with 
'Þ { many 


r 9 
* 2 


5 


„ ſince he has been appointed to that Truſt, de- 


. — 3 —— — 5. 4 * We | Fr. 8 1 * 
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many Interrogatories and Expreſſions of the lk 
diſreſpectful Nature; as if thoſe People imagined © 


that he, ſingly, and unbacked by a powerful In- 


tereſt, ought to accompliſh all thoſe good Things, 
which their too ſanguine Hopes had made them 
expect from the Object of their Choice! Talking 
in this Strain, I thought betrayed, at once their 
Ingratitude and (with great Deference I ſay it) 
their Want of Senſe. But the Occaſion, that has 
lately, but happily for Liberty, preſented itſelf to 


Senſe of his Merit; and they are convinced © that 
« it uo plainly appears to this City and the whole 


Kingdom, that one of your Repreſentatives has, 


4 voted his whole Time to the Diſcharge of the 
<« Duties of his Station, with remarkable Vigi- 
<«. Jance, &c.“— This happy Change of Sentiment 
appears in a Petition of the 1 5th of Faxzary.- 
Bur, at the ſame Time that I heartily join with 
the zealous, and now grateful Petitioners, in an 
Opinion of - thoſe important Services, rendered to 
the City and to the Nation, by the Vigilance, 
H Zeal and Fortitude, of tis Gentleman; yet I 
cannot but as heartily lament, that they have not 
caſt a retroſpective Glance at that Vigilance, 
* Zeal : and: Activity, exerted by him before he 
was appointed to that Truſt;,— Surely we ſhotld, 
with the utmoſt Gratitude and Exultation, call to 
our Minds that critical, important, and intereſting 
Period, in which the glorious Spirit of Liberty 
firſt: took its Riſe in this great Metropolis, as its 
proper Fountain-head, and ſpread itſelf through 
the whole Nation, animating with its genial 
Heat all Ranks and Degrees of People; a People 
long abſorb'd in a deadly political Lethargy, and 
galled with the heavy Chain of Slavery! Da 


—— 


ve forget 


the whole Kingdom 


Traordinary Zeal for your: Service, a; Zeal. not to 
 Gretiay ot Raman Hiſtory ;'both he and his Family 
Frufts of his Proſeſſion. From the Time of his 
Country,“ to the Time of his Election, he had 


. . 10 1 


that all the Inhabitants of the Land fell 
in with the Citizens of Dublin? That thoſe Citi- 
zens became the Admiration and the Envy of the 
ſurrounding Nations? That Rome herſelf, in all 
her meridian Glory, could not boaſt more noble, 
more diſintereſted, or more zealous Patriots? 
Then it was that every Eye flaſned the Lightning 
of Liberty around, and every Nerve became agi 
tated with the Workings of its heavenly Spirit. 
Bur, I reſtrain the Warmth of my Feelings, | 
to ſhun the Imputation of; Flattery either to you, 
Gentlemen, or to that diſintereſted Patriot, whoſe 
Cicerontan Pen laid open to your View thoſe Rights 
and Liberties, of which you were long debarred, 
and ip the Poſſeſſion of which you "as been ſince 
partly. reinſtated, through your own Fortitude, 
and your Perſeverance 1 in virtuous. Courſes: The 
Years 1748, 1749 and 1466, will ſurely, be re- 
membered by yourſelves and your Poſterity, to 
the laſt G as Years the moſt auſpicious 
to Liberty, of any that have been, or ſhall be, 
recorded in the Annals of 7 N City, or r indeed of 4 


| I» the Gentleman honoured with your grateful | 
Notice, had: not been borne away by his moſt ex- 


be paralleled in any Individual named either in the 
would have before this Time been enriched by the 
quitting * a; comfortable Settlement in à free 


all due Regard. paid to his Merit. He had great 
Practice, and; as i ſaid above, would be rich, had ; 
he not been your Repreſentative: But his cloſe 
and unwearied Diligence, in that honourable Sta- 
don, in winch you have placed him, rendered it 
impoſſible. 


1 
impoſſible for: him to attend to the many Calls on 
him, in the Way of his Profeſſion. Thus hath 


he ſacrificed his Ease, his Health and his Fortune 
in your Service. He hath given his ſtrenthening 


Sanction to all Meaſures hack he ſaw. calculated for | 


the national Intereſt, and bis powerful Oppaſiti- 
on to all thoſe: he deemed40 be 4; a tray Na- 
ture. 18 26 | 
Hs is Dew « weary "of his Taſk, becauſe he 

e laboura inceſſantly in vain, and wiſhes, by any 
e lawfuborhonourable Means, for his Diſmiſſion 
but has promiſed you that he will not neglect 
<< or deſert his n a ole. is yours, Gentle- 
men, to ſuppert him in this honourable Station 
with becoming Dignity. ' Yeur generous Efforts. 
in this Reſpe A do. you unſpeakable. Honour. 
How ſhould Ee, how would all the Friends of 
Liberty rejoice, to ſee the Citizens of Dublin 
% ſet an Example to the other Cities and free Bo- 
25 , rough, as well as Counties, of this Kingdom, 
«uit diftinguiſhing the Merit and faithful Service 
«of your Repreſentative! Fs 


a +5 


Bur, although theſe your zealous Efforts have. s 


proved fruitleſs at a certain Board; ſurely, the Re» 


fuſal of a Set of Men, WO dore ſuch terrible c 
Stripes from the Pen of Patriotiſm, in a Time 
within our oon Memory, (and of which: Stripes . 
there are ſtill, I fear, ſome Marks remaining on 
their Memories) need not deter you from uſing 

further Efforts for accompliſhing 0 ſame lauda- 
ble Purpoſe. | Although one Part of the Commu- 
nity ſtands aloof, and is ſnyly reluctant, there 
are, however, Citizens enough who are as able 
as willing: to grant a Stipend proportionate to their 
Gratitude. I will not preſume to point out a Me- 


thod for this Fur ou canno Grapernen, | 
be at a Loſs.” OY 22 : 
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hend that twenty Shillings per Diem is not a ſuffi- 
cient Stipend; and Fam led into this Notion from 
8 conſidering, that, in thoſe happ py Times, when 


ſhould look upon it that the City of Dublin, be- 


the Allowance was ſix Shillings and eight Pence 


| oy to their Mem 
Pen 
in Value. So that the Stipend, or Wages, to be 
City, will produce good Effects throughout the 
reſt of the Kingdom; and many worthy: Repre- 


| wu be allowed, indeed, that a great Hardſhip 


Et x2 J 
Bor, with great Deference 1 ſpeak it, T-appre- 


the Repreſentatives of the People received Wages 
from the People, Money was of much greater 
Value than it is now. Every Knight was allowed, 
if I am not miſinformed, thirteen Shillings and four 
Pence a Day, and a Burgeſs half that Money. I 


ing almoſt equal to one of our Provinces, in the 
Number and Wealth of its Inhabitants; ſhould allow- 
to its Repreſentative (for Thear no Mention made 
of more than one) ſix Times at leaſt, as much as 
a County, ''or Shire: But, ſuppoſe this ſhould be 
thought unreaſonable; as deviating from the anti- 
ent Uſage, and that, according to that Uſage, 


ſurely it muſt be confeſſed.” that, even at the 
Time when Conftituents difcontinued: giving Wa- 
bers, ſix Shillings and eight 

ce were of more Value than fix Times that 
Sum now, when every Article for our Suſtenance 
is raiſed to, and bears much the ſame Proportion 


iven ond, ſnould, in my humble Opinion, be 
"Shillings per Diem, or ſeven hundred and 
thirty Pounds per Annum. Nor would double 
dus 8 Sum for two Members be too heavy a Change 
for this great and over grown Metropolis. 
Tunis Meaſure, if once eſtabliſned in the def 


ſentatives, who never receive Court- Favours 
any Kind, will obtain ſome Compenſation for 
their Attendance on the national Buſineſs. It 


| would, 


1512.9 


now apprehend the removing a Member, from 
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each of them, and appointing four for each of 
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their ption to ſtarve, i in the Caſe above mentioned, 
would anſwerable for their own . at a 
| higher Tribunal ; or, m other Words, would be 
gullty of Self. murder: And therefore they forced 
them to live. They thought it their Duty, as 
Chriſtians, and as inveſted with proper Powers, to 
preſerve their Bodies in this, and their Souls in the 
next World, from Deſtructioͤn. 
Tngng are certain Bounds, Gentlemen, be- 
yond which, human Nature will hardly ſuffer || 
any great Exceſs, Let the Members of a cer- 
tain Board, and all the principal Citizens, (in or- 
der to try the Strength and Force of their Patrio- 
tiſm) give ſtrict Ordets that neither Bread, Cuſ⸗- 
tarde, um plings, Cakes, Ginger-bread, or any 
| other Article wharſoever, wherein Flour, or Meal 
is uſed, ſhall be brought to their Tables. Let 
them alſo reſtrict the ive from the Uſe of Beans, 
2 "I Potatoes; Parſnips, Carrots, Turnips, Cab- 
e and all other Roots and Vegetables ; like- 
wite hn Ale, Porter,, Whiſkey, and whatever is 
produced from Grain of any Kind; from Fow! 
alſo, which is fed moftly with Grain: Let them, 
I fay, abſtain from all the Particulars here menti- 
oned, for the Space of a Fortnight : But let them 
have Roaſt-beef, Mutton, Veal, - Fiſh and Claret 
in Plenty; If, at the End of that Time, th 
will declare upon their Honour, that they would 
make it their Choice to continue in that State of 
Self. denial, until the next Autumn, provided a 
certain Bilt ſhould be repealed I 
they will give a moſt convincing Proof of their 
Patriotiſm, and demonſtrate to the whole World, 
that Hunger is preferable to any Innovation in 
this our Conſtitution. But God forgive me, it 1 
bare ſome violent Doubts in Nr Mind, of their 


bak 


them 


| { is ] 


making ſuch an Option, after the-before-menti- 


oned ſevere Trial; and whether they would not e- 


ven ſubmit to an Union itſelf, preferably to ſuch 


an Abſtinence. 


1 am, with great Reſpect, 
. Gentlemen, 
: Your moſt beiden 
Humble Servant. _ 


A Farmer. 


N. S. As for the poorer Sort of People through- 


| out the Kingdom, Iqu don much whether they 


would tamely bear ſo ing, ſo virtuous a For- 
bearance from the Particulars ſpecified, for ſecu- 
ring any Branch of Liberty to their Poſterity (if 
Poſterity - they could have) unlefs our great Folks 
would allow them Beef and Mutton to live on. 
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